
 

 

FBLA HS Journalism§ 

Basic Communication Skills (15 test items) 

1. Demonstrate active listening skills (CO:017, LAP-CO-017) (PQ) 

2. Explain the nature of effective verbal communications (CO:147) (PQ) 

3. Ask relevant questions (CO:058) (PQ) 

4. Interpret others' nonverbal cues (CO:059) (PQ) 

5. Employ communication styles appropriate to target audience (CO:084) (CS) 

6. Utilize note-taking strategies (CO:085) (CS) 

7. Organize information (CO:086) (CS) 

 

Writing Skills (15 test items) 

1. Demonstrate proper grammar 

2. Explain the nature of syntax and sentence structure 

3. Explain the nature of diction 

4. Establish tone 

5. Write an effective introduction and conclusion 

6. Describe the process of structuring an argument in written form 

7. Adapt writing for specific audiences 

 

Editing (10 test items) 

1. Monitor news stories as they move through the production chain 

2. Review and proofread news stories 

3. Apply formatting principles to news articles 

4. Manage supporting materials for news stories (e.g., photos, infographics, videos) 

5. Arrange and meet deadlines 

 
§ Sources: These learning outcomes are based on content from MBA Research’s National Business Administration 
Standards, The American Journalism Handbook, and the Ohio Arts & Communication Content Standards Manual. 



 

 

Fundamental Principles of Journalism (20 test items) 

1. Discuss types of news media (e.g., print, digital, broadcast) 

2. Describes types of news stories (e.g., news, features, editorials, columns, investigative reports) 

3. Discuss the legal rights and responsibilities of journalists 

4. Explain the nature of ethical standards in journalism 

5. Explain the importance of accuracy in journalism 

6. Explain the role of objectivity in journalism 

7. Explain the role of confidentiality in journalism 

 

Research and Investigation (20 test items) 

1. Identify relevant issues in the community 

2. Generate story ideas 

3. Identify sources of information 

4. Evaluate source credibility 

5. Distinguish between primary and secondary sources 

6. Discuss considerations in arranging an interview with a source 

7. Discuss considerations in conducting an interview with a source 

 

Compose News Stories (20 test items) 

1. Determine the appropriate delivery platform for a story (e.g., article, video, audio, social media) 

2. Compare and contrast different structures for news articles (e.g., inverted pyramid, hourglass, 

chronological, Q&A) 

3. Adapt articles to meet organizational standards and style guides (e.g., tone, style, word count) 

4. Apply quotes 

5. Demonstrate appropriate attribution 

6. Write compelling captions and headlines 

7. Incorporate editor feedback 
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LAP List 

Objective #  LAP #*  LAP Title  

CO:017 LAP-CO-017  Listen Up! (Demonstrating Active Listening Skills) 

  

* LAP #s subject to change  
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